
United Vodka – Official Competition Rules. 
 
The International Tasting Competition United Vodka has been held annually since 2000. The Competition 
aims to identify high-quality alcoholic beverages, promote excellence in vodka production across 
international markets, and provide objective and reliable information to consumers and industry 
stakeholders regarding product quality standards. 
 
Participation is open to legal entities, including manufacturers of alcoholic beverages as well as authorized 
distributors or trademark holders. Products eligible for entry must contain a minimum of 12% alcohol by 
volume, be produced on an industrial scale, and be accompanied by a valid certificate of conformity 
issued by the competent authority in the country of origin. 
 
To participate, the entrant shall submit an official application and provide a copy of the product’s 
certificate of conformity or an equivalent document. For each product entered into the Competition, the 
entrant shall supply a minimum of four (4) bottles, each with a volume of 0.5 L or greater, comprising: 
(a) two (2) bottles for the purpose of blind sensory assessment; 
(b) one (1) bottle for media-related use (press photography, public presentation, publication); and 
(c) one (1) bottle for the permanent collection of the United Vodka Museum. 
 
All costs related to transport, insurance, customs clearance, and any other associated expenses shall be 
borne exclusively by the entrant. Applications shall only be accepted upon confirmation of payment of the 
relevant entry fees. 
 
Products are assessed in accordance with the 100-point evaluation system. A Gold Medal shall be 
awarded to products obtaining an average score of 96 points or higher. All tastings are conducted in 
accordance with the principles of objectivity, independence, and full anonymity of samples. All scores 
assigned by the members of the jury are recorded in an official protocol, which is subsequently endorsed 
by the Presidium of the Competition. 
 
The Competition includes a Packaging Design Contest, open to bottles, boxes, and labels placed on the 
market not earlier than two (2) years prior to the Competition date. Winners shall receive the Golden Star 
distinction. Executives of companies whose products have repeatedly been awarded a Gold Medal may be 
granted the honorary distinction “For Achievements in Vodka Production.” 
 
The official Awards Ceremony is traditionally held in Cannes, France, in May, during the International Film 
Festival, attracting significant international media attention. The conditions for participation in the Awards 
Ceremony shall be determined in the respective agreement between the Organizer and the Entrant or 
may be indicated in the Organizer’s invoice. 
 
The Organizer does not impose any additional charges for the use of award-related symbols. All award 
recipients shall receive an official digital award badge free of charge. The badge may be used as a 
supplementary element of the product label and in marketing, promotional, and digital communications, 
including on corporate websites and social media platforms. 
 
The Organizer conducts monthly tasting sessions in accordance with the published schedule. The current 
schedule is available on the Calendar page. Entrants may submit samples in advance to be included in the 
nearest tasting session. All samples must be delivered within reasonable period following payment; 
samples received after this period may not be included in the next evaluation cycle. 


